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Improved Insurance Cover for Older Horses 
 

 

We strongly recommend insuring all horses for vets’ fees.  The average cost of 

a colic operation is now over £3000 and all horses are potentially at risk.  If 

your horse is not insured, have you thought what you would do if he had an 
attack of colic where his only chance of survival was with an operation?  With 

insurance cover, you only have to find the excess (usually around £120) and 
any livery or transport costs. 
 

One problem with insurance has been that once horses reach 18 years old, 

insurance policies would only cover them for accident and not illness. Petplan 
has now updated their cover to include illness as well as injury for horses up to 

25 years of age provided they were insured with Petplan before they reached 

20.  For more advice and information on insurance policies, follow the links 
from our website www.equine-vet.co.uk  

      

Practice News 
 

We are delighted to announce that our receptionist Emily gave birth to her first 

daughter, Martha,  in July.   
  
David may not be so pleased to announce that he reached the ripe old age of 
40 this month. 
 

The practice has a commitment to continually improve our service by investing 

in further veterinary training and new equipment.  In the last month three of 

our four vets (David, Juliette and Adam) have attended courses with topics 
including dentistry, stallion infertility and back problems.  We have also 

purchased new dental equipment including further dental picks, rasps and a 
specialised diamond burr for treating gaps between teeth where food becomes 

trapped,. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

David is continuing to write monthly veterinary articles for Horse Scene 
Magazine as their “Vet On The Scene”.  Copies of the magazine are available 

free from our surgery.  The veterinary topic for October is Tendon and 
Ligament injuries. 

 

             Look Out For Sarcoids 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
We advise checking your horse in bright sunlight (or using a torch) regularly 

for any sign of lesions.  These are most common on the areas where flies tend 

to bite (Under the belly, on the inner thighs, the sheath in geldings, between 
the front legs and around the face).  Sarcoids take many different forms and 

can appear as anything from a small hairless area of skin to a firm nodule.   
 

If you suspect your horse may have a sarcoid, please call us for advice. In 
some cases we may be able to give advice if you send good quality 

photographs to us by e-mail.  If you would like to know more about sarcoids 
and their treatment, David has recently written a magazine article on the 

subject, copies of which are available from our office. 

 

At Last, An Effective, Easy to Administer Wormer 
 

New EquiMax apple flavour tablets can be fed as a treat or mixed with feed. In 

trials, over 95% of horses ate them.  The tablets should prove very useful for 
horses which are difficult to dose with paste.  EquiMax is very effective against 

roundworms and tapeworms and is safe to use in pregnant mares and foals 

from two weeks old. 

 
Foal Registrations and Half Price Microchipping 

 

Don’t forget that all foals born in 2008 must be registered and passported by 

31st December.  To register and passport your foal, you should first obtain a 
registration form for the society you would like to register them with, then 

contact us to arrange for the identification section to be completed. Our special 
offer of £14.69 for microchipping continues until the end of September.  Foals 

over 6 months old can have their first flu and tetanus vaccination done at the 

same time if required. 

Advice Via E-Mail 
 

If you require advice that is not urgent or if you have any questions or queries 

on the services we offer, e-mail is a great way to contact us.  Vets are often 
busy during the day dealing with visits and patients. E-mail allows us to deal 

with queries during brief gaps and in the evening. You can contact us by 
completing the enquiry form on our website or via info@equine-vet.co.uk  You 

can direct your e-mail to a specific member of staff by their first name: 
david@equine-vet.co.uk or ally@equine-vet.co.uk 

 
We have seen a large number of horses with sarcoids 
in the past few months.  We often find early sarcoids 

at routine health checks prior to vaccinations.  The 
earlier sarcoids are identified, the better they are to 

treat and the less likely the horse is to develop any 

more. 

 


